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o BiBArio g axa-
dnpaikou  Mapiag
Zapipn  «Darwin’s
Footprint”, mapou-
O1A0TNKE TNV TEPACPEVI
eBBopdda oro miaicio tou
EdAnvikou ®eoufdd Xib-
vel, 2015. To BiBlio aoxo-
Aeftar pe v enidpaon tou
AapBiviopot otmnv EXdada
Kal TV EMppon Iou omnv
MOMTIOTIKN KAl IMVEUPATIKA
10topia ka1 16iwg T Aoyo-
texvia tou. To Bifhio amo-
Oeixvuel On1 ota téAn 10U
190u pe apxég tou 200u
aiova o AapBiviopdc emn-
PEACE EVIOVA ONPAVIIKOUG
EAANVEG hoyotéxveg Kai 8i1-
avOOUHEVOUG.

EmmAéov, n pedémn amoka-
AUrtel 611 moAhoi and toug
OUYYPAQPEIG Kal AOYOTEXVEG
Sev aoxohnOnkav amiwg
pe onpavukd Bépara and
TIC KOIVWVIKEG, TIOAITIKEC N
PIAOCOPIKES amoPel§ g
€MoXng, onwg Bewpovviav
péxpl onpepa, ald Tmpo-
OEQPEPAV KAl EVAAAAKTIKEG
npooeyyioeig yia ta Béparta
autd pe Bdon v dapPivi-

Mapia Zapipn: Darwin’s ootprint

kN Bewpia ka1 11¢ ouvageig
pera-8apPivikég 16ée¢. Xra
(nthpara avtd nepihapPa-
VEIal N €AMAVIKA QUAN N
10 €0vog, o TmoAIoud TNg,
n yA@ooa Kal n ravrotntd.
Emiong, n moAMuKn, n 106-
mra v @UAwv, KAl my
guyovikn. To Bifiio tomo-
Betei 1a épya twv EAAAVOYV
OUYYPAQEWV, OO0 TMAdiclo
1V 81eBveV onoud®v nou
apopoUlV TNV TMOAITIOTIKNA
gmppon v Bewpiidv tou
AapBivou.

«To BiBiio g Mapiag Za-
pipn eivar ja 6e€obixn
ka1 oe BaBog avaiuvon tou
TPOTIoU OTIOU 01 CUYXPOVEG
EMIOTNUIOVIKEG 10€eG  emm-
péacav 10 oxedlaopd g
OoUYXPOVIG EAANVIKNG KOI-
voviag pe m Siapecold-
Bnon g loyorexviag. Yoo
mv évvola avth Ba oupfa-
Ae1 onpavtkd oe S1apopoug
akadnpaikoug topeic...”
avagéper o Aviovng Aid-
Kog, kafnynmg mg Xuyxpo-
vng lotopiag ka1 mg lotopi-
ag tng lotoploypagiag, oto
ITavemotnpio ABnvav.
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One of the fundamental tasks is to relate Darwin's insights to our larger culture and explore what he means for our
conception of human nature. That means venturing beyond the purely scientific to reframing some of the ways we
portray human behaviour in our literature and art and in our discussions of what it means to be ethical. The wider
we caste this cultural net the better our sense of how we can incorporate what Darwin had to say within our
established traditions. The impact of Darwin on some cultures, such as his own one of Britain and others with which
he was familiar such as France and Germany, has been explored in detail. The impact of Darwin in Greece has,
however, been relatively neglected - in part because Darwin's work came rather late to Greece. As Maria points out,
it is telling that the first Greek translation of The Origin of Species (by the great Greek novelist, Nikos Kazantzakis) did
not appear until 1915. Few would have the intellectual background to draw out such a study but Maria came to the
task with unusual bodies of expertise. In the first place she has studied and worked in both the sciences and the
humanities and, secondly, she is at home bath in the language and culture of Greece and the Anglophone world
which was the intellectual environment of both Darwin and most of his interpreters.

Maria, then, is a very appropriate person to draw out some of the ways in which Darwin’s work impacted on Greece.
As she shows us, in the realm of culture there is rarely a one to one correlation between a scientific idea and its
representation in literature. Rather, in the book she has a close ear for the wider resonances of Darwin's work as the
ripples thrown out by his ideas take in a wide array of imaginative responses. The picture she paints on the basis of
much detailed attention to texts which so far few have studied closely is a diverse and illuminating one. For Greeks,
as for others, Darwin meant pondering anew some of the central values on which their cultures was based. Quite
what was Darwin and what was people using Darwin to promote their own ideologies was often a moot point.
Whether or not Darwin would have given his support to some of the programs of eugenics which involved selective
breeding of human populations to improve the gene stock is debatable. Nonetheless, this was something with which
novelists in Greece, as in other places like England, had to grapple to come to terms with the wider repercussions of
his ideas."
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